Lw\ming: The Vidtovians

Vickovian Childhood - not always fun and games

When the Victorian era started in 1837, education for children from poorer families
was very limited. Most children were expected to work. In cities, children would be
given a range of jobs, often in factories, but in rural areas like Ryedale and the North
York Moors, work on farms would be more common. Boys might be responsible for
tying and stacking sheaves, for example, whilst girls might have domestic duties.

Any schools that did exist had been funded either through the Church or through
charitable giving. We know in this area, a charity school had been funded for 80
boys in Helmsley in 1822 by C S Duncombe, and another by Lady Feversham for girls
in 1832. Lord Feversham had also built a school in the moorland village of Farndale in
1829. However, many families still required their children to work.

It was only really from 1876 that parents were required to send their children to
school and the Education Act of 1880 required that steps were taken to ensure
children between the ages of five and ten attended. By the end of the nineteenth
century, almost every village had a school of its own!

These resources have been created to help you explore life for children during the
Victorian period.

Vickovian schools

Try our Virtual Mini-Workshop

School days looked a little bit different in Victorian times. You can get a taste of
school the Victorian way by exploring our school room at Ryedale Folk Museum. If
you're planning a trip, your students can take part in this virtual workshop before
their visit. Alternatively, the workshop could be used as a standalone resource for
anyone unable to visit us.

In the video, Miss Periwinkle leads your students in a short lesson. We think Miss
Periwinkle is a rather kindly Victorian teacher, but she isn't as encouraging as
teachers today might be. You can discover more about what was expected of
Victorian school pupils and how lessons were different. In Victorian times and up until
the middle of the twentieth century, students were expected to stand when a
teacher entered a room, as a sign of respect. Children would also be much quieter.
They wouldn't speak unless directly asked a question and there would be no
opportunities to ask questions, even if they didn’t understand.

We'd really encourage educators to watch the workshop before you play it to your
class and be ready to play along with Miss Periwinkle's requests. After the workshop,



praise your class on how well they did during the workshop and talk about whether
they would like Miss Periwinkle as a teacher. Did they think she gave enough praise?
Nowadays, teachers understand much more about how to motivate learners and
get the best out of students. What do they think Miss Periwinkle found so surprising or
shocking about your class and classroom?

You could also discuss how your class feel about Miss Periwinkle's suggestions for
future learning, such as copying out very long poems and learning them by
heart. How was Miss Periwinkle's lesson different from the sorts of lessons students
have today? What was similar or familiar to your students?
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Watch on [EBYoulube

Find the link to this video on the web page where you have downloaded these
notes — or go to the Museum'’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@ryedalefolkmuseumyoé2é6ua

Explove the Schoolvoom

If you are planning an educational trip to Ryedale Folk Museum, we would
encourage you to talk to your students about what they will see here. This footage
will prepare students for where they are coming.

If you are unable to visit, we hope this footage will support you to explore Victorian
schooling from the comfort of your classroom instead.



€. . Meet your new teacher, Miss Periwinkle in the Victorian scha

Watch on [EBYoulube

Find the link to this video on the web page where you have downloaded these
notes — or go to the Museum'’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@ryedalefolkmuseumyoé2é6ua

Questions +o Talk About

As you watch the film footage of our Victorian schoolroom, or explore the
schoolroom as part of a school visit, you could ask you students to think of as many
differences as they can between the Victorian space and their own classroom
today.

Victorian classrooms were often much darker places. Windows were positioned high
up so that children (and teachers) did not get distracted by looking out of them
and, of course, they wouldn't have had electric lighting. Group work was
completely unheard of, so children were seated in rows, facing the front. Our
Victorian schoolroom contains educational resources, such as maps and the times
tables, but it will no doubt still look more austere and less colourful than classrooms
today.

Teachers didn't have computer technology to help them prepare their lessons - or
even whiteboards. Chalk and blackboards, as well as teacher-talk, were the main
tools for educating the young people in their care. You may wish to discuss how
punishments have changed too, such as use of the cane, fingerstocks or the
dunce's cap.

You could discuss some of these questions with your class too:

e Do they recognise the person in the portrait? Would students like to have a
picture of the monarch on their wall2

e What were the quills used for, positioned on the bookcase?

e What are the games on hanging up on the wall and on the shelves? How was
playtime different in Victorian times?2



At Rgulalo, Folk Museum — planning youv visit

During an educational visit, you'll be able to explore our Victorian schoolroom with
your students as well as a Victorian cottage and washhouse.

Don’'t forget to download and photocopy Spotter Sheets to help your students
explore the spaces.

Whilst you're here, don't forget to try out your own lesson in the schoolroom,
Victorian-style. You can use the virtual workshop as a inspiration for acting out your
own lessons. Your students will be able to take on the roles of Victorian school pupils
and even the teacher during their visit.

Miss Periwinkle recommends that students study some very long poetry, but we have

a suggestion of a shorter, slightly more fun poem that your students could try to learn
to recite in our schoolroom. Students may wish to learn one line each.

Booking [nformation

You can book self-led visits to our site by emailing info@ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk or
by calling 01751 417367.

The cost of a self-led group visit is £6 per child including VAT, with an accompanying
adults visiting for free.



The Victorians

The Victorian Age is the years between 1837 and 1901 when Queen Victoria was on the
throne. It was an time of great discovery and also the Industrial Revolution. Whilst life in
cities became very different, life in the countryside changed more slowly.

All these items are in the area around Pickard’s Cottage, the wash house and the dairy.

The Pickard family didn’t
have taps inside, they
would collect all the
water they needed

from a pump.

Before the vacuum was
invented people took
their rugs outside and hit
them with a carpet
beater to get the

dust out.

Victorian people
sometimes used goose
wings for cleaning

delicate items, such
as ornaments.

This is where the clothes
were washed and

ironed. Large wash
houses would have done

All the cooking was done
on arange cooker which
was fuelled using

wood, coal or peat

other people’s
washing too.

Butter and cheese were
made in the dairy. To
make butter you churn
the milk unfil it separates

into butter fat and
pbutter milk.




Most houses did not have
inside toilets. They had
outside privies like this one.
It would have been

very chilly in the

winter!

chamber pot

A chamber pot was kept
under the bed if you
needed the toilet in the

wash boord

To get clothes clean you
would soak them in hot
water and soap and
then rub them on

the wash board.

night, saving the
walk to the privy.

butter pats

Once the com had
been churned to
separate the butter fat, it

Victorian ‘parlour rooms’
were often very full with
a family’s possessions,

bowl and jug

Before bathrooms, you
would wash in a bowl
like this one, which

and decorated
with dark colours.

could be shaped
with butter pats.

The Victorians didn't
have electricity. Lamps

would be filled with
water from a jug.
copper tub .

tu

This tub was filled with
water (from the pump)
and a fire underneath

heated the water for
washing clothes. (

used oil fo burn a large

wick, a bit like a /

candle.

The Victorians

entertained themselves
with music and
storytelling.

Ryedale Folk Museum in the North York Moors




How doth the little crocodile
Improve his shining tail,

And pour the waters of the Nile
On every golden scale!l

How cheerfully he seems to grin,

How neatly spreads his claws,
And welcomes little fishes in,
With gently smiling jaws!

From Alice in Wonderland,

by Lewis Caroll
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